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sports news
Take a look at page 2 for an 
article about women’s 
history month.  

Check out page 7 for information 
about the softball team!

At Madison 
Central we 
have a hid-

den gem that most stu-
dents don’t even know 
about. Jaguar Java is a 
coffee stand that is open 
every Friday on the an-
nex hallway corner from 
8:00 to 8:30 in the morn-
ing before the tardy bell, 
and from 9:45 to 10:15 
during break. This cof-
fee cart is run mainly by 
students with disabili-
ties while being assisted 
by their teachers and by 
other students that are 
members of the National 
Honor Society. A spe-
cial thank you also goes 
to Jaguar Java’s spon-
sors, Southern Bancorp 
and Joe Ricotta, whose 
support keeps this small 
business running. Work-
ing at this coffee stand 
helps the students learn 
and grow in their abili-
ties, while it is also a fun 
experience for them.

Jaguar Java started 
recently, in December of 
2021, but at that time it 
was only open to teach-
ers and faculty. It was 
a great success after a 
few weeks, and so after 
Christmas break, faculty 
decided to open Jaguar 
Java to all students, cater-
ing to anyone who want-

ed an extra boost of caf-
feine in the morning. Over 
the last few weeks this cof-
fee stand has been a great 
success; students have 

loved to enjoy their coffee 
while starting their day at 
VFKRRO��$W�¿UVW�-DJXDU�-DYD�
only had coffee and any 
extras that you would put 
in your coffee like sugar 
and creamer; now they are 
now starting to increase 
their range of items for sale 
in the mornings as they 
grow their business. Some 
of these new items include 
pastries, snacks, and other 
goodies that people enjoy 
with their morning coffee.

This mini business that 
is put on by these students 
QRW� RQO\� EHQH¿WV� WKH� VWX-
dents who have a new cof-
fee shop at the school, but 
DOVR� LW� LV� JUHDWO\� EHQH¿FLDO�
for the students with spe-
cial needs that help to run 
it. Jaguar Java prepares 
students for life beyond the 
FODVVURRP�� ,W� ¿QGV� D� ZD\�
to incorporate fun activi-
ties with opportunities to 
work on their social skills. 
Jaguar Java not only helps 
with their social skills, but 
DOVR�WKHLU�¿QDQFLDO�VNLOOV�E\�
activities such as counting 
money, and interacting with 
students who are buying cof-
fee and pastries. The main 
goals of the special needs 
program as a whole and 
Jaguar Java are to prepare 
the students for a smooth 
transition after high school, 

to help the students be pre-
pared to live as independent-
ly as possible, to generally 
help develop soft skills, and 
¿QDOO\� HTXLS� WKHVH� VWXGHQWV�
for employability success.

The teachers involved are 
also very invested in helping 
their student’s future in any 
way possible. When asked 
what her favorite part about 
Jaguar Java is, Carrie Bruce 
said, “Watching my students 
interacting successfully with 
their peers is my favorite part 
about it. I feel that it ben-
H¿WV� DOO� LQYROYHG�´� %UXFH� LV�
a dedicated teacher who has 
been teaching since 2018. 
Many other teachers are also 
focused on teaching these 
students to the best of their 
ability, whether it be run-
ning Jaguar Java or working 
on skills in the classroom. 
The help that they offer 
these students is tremendous-
ly important for their fu-
ture after Madison Central.

Students are loving Jag-
uar Java so far. Many enjoy 
having coffee in the morning 
but don’t have time to go to 
a coffee shop before school. 
This coffee stand gives the 
students  an opportunity to get 
coffee during the school day. 
Noah Robinson (11), a stu-
dent at Madison Central said, 
“I loved the coffee I got from 

Jaguar Java this morning. It 
is also a great opportunity 
for the students that help out, 
and I mean who doesn’t en-
joy coffee on a Friday morn-
LQJ�´�$ORQJ� ZLWK� 5RELQVRQ��
students are thrilled to have 
this coffee shop in the school 
especially with there being 
the new addition of pastries 
that students can purchase 
along with their coffee.

Jaguar Java has been a 
great chance for these stu-
dents working to gain real 
life skills, and meet students 
throughout the school that 
they may not have had the 
chance to meet without Jag-
uar Java. There used to be 
a program that any student 
could be involved in called 
Jungle Buddies. The pro-
gram paired up special needs 
students with other students 
to work on activities togeth-
er. It was also a great oppor-
tunity for students to meet 
and get to know their peers. 
The program was paused 
because of Covid, with 
hopes of restarting next year. 

For now Jaguar Java is 
a big part of these student’s 
week, being a time in which 
they can have fun while 
learning new things along 
the way. Beau Gregory (10) 
said, “My favorite part of 
Jaguar Java is seeing people 

WKDW� ,�NQRZ�´�7KHVH� VWXGHQWV�
love to talk and form relation-
ships with people that come 
by Jaguar Java. Another stu-
dent, Christina Ames (12), 
when asked what her favor-
ite part of helping at Jaguar 
Java said, “I really like to 
SXPS�WKH�FRIIHH�IRU�SHRSOH�´�
Each of the students partici-
pate in Jaguar Java in a dif-
ferent way. Some students 
help to greet customers as 
they are coming to try Jaguar 
Java, a couple pump the cof-
fee, one or two collect mon-
ey, and a few students help 
with creamers, sugar, and 
whatever else students and 
faculty want to put in their 
coffee. Their positions are 
based on what they like do-
ing the most and what skills 
they have as an individual.

Overall these students en-
joy putting on Jaguar Java, as 
LW� LV� D� XQLTXH� OHDUQLQJ� H[SH-
rience for all including other 
students and teachers. The 
coffee is delicious accord-
ing to many so it is worth a 
try, and you will be helping 
a business that is run inside 
of your own school. Even 
though the details are still be-
ing worked out on the little 
things, they are progressing 
very far and turning this into 
a successful small business.

Caroline King
STAFF WRITER

Above: Students smile while helping out Jaguar Java at MC. From left to right Abraham Ali, 
Beau Gregory, Tiyona Polk, Arial Shimler, Cameron Germany, Hunter Persac. 
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and Anthony in 1848 where 
they created the Declaration 
of Sentiments: a declaration 
seeking wider opportunities 
available to women. The 
National American Woman 
Suffrage association, which 
Stanton and Anthony helped 
found in 1890, was one of 
the major players in getting 
the 19th amendment rati-
¿HG�� DOORZLQJ� ZRPHQ� WKH�
right to vote. Women were 
incredible advocates for 
the Civil Rights movement 
of the 1950s and 60s; one 
woman especially helped 
spur a national movement, 
Rosa Parks. In 1955, Parks 
refused to move to the back 
of a bus in Alabama, so that 
a white man could take her 
seat. Parks’ refusal helped 
ignite the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott led by Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. The boycott 
was a protest in which Af-
rican Americans did not 
use the city bus system 
because of the segregated 
seating; the boycott ended 
when the Supreme Court 
integrated the bus system.

The 2022 National 
Women’s History Month 
theme is “Women Providing 
Healing, Promoting Hope.” 
The group that chooses the 
theme is the National Wom-
en’s History Alliance. Nurs-
es have been a vital part in 
helping with Covid-19; 
it is estimated that of 
the 2,523,490 reg- i s -
tered nurses in the 
United States, 2.1 
million are female. 
Nurses have been faced 

With over 
406 civil-
ians dead, 

801 people injured, and 
more than two million ref-
ugees leaving the country 
in the span of two weeks, 
the world is experiencing 
one of the deadliest wars 
ever created. On Febru-
ary 24, Russia launched a 
devastating invasion into 
Ukraine, taking both the 
country and the world 
by surprise. Russia has 
placed violent attacks in 
the hopes of regaining 
control of Ukraine, im-
pacting millions of civil-
ians, schools, and hospi-
tals and creating Europe’s 
worst refugee crisis since 
World War II, according 
to the United Nations. 

  Putin initially 
launched the attack on 
Ukraine with claims to 
“protect Ukraine’s people 
subjected to demilitariza-
WLRQ� DQG� 1D]L¿FDWLRQ´��
Ukraine used to be a part 
of Russian control un-
til the country gained its 
independence in 1991, 
which Putin believes was 
the initial disintegration 
of Russia. With Ukraine 
being a sovereign state, 
the country has become 
more aligned with West-
ern ideals, among which 
the biggest issue is 
Ukraine’s decision to join 
NATO- the U.S. led de-
fensive alliance. It is clear 
that Putin desires control 
of Ukraine once again 

to overthrow its democratic 
government and that he will 
not stop the bombardment of 
Ukraine until his demands 
are met. He created an eight-
point statement released by 
Russia’s ministry proclaim-
ing a list of demands that 
must be met by both Ukraine 
and NATO. At this stage, 
the end of the war seems 
unclear as both sides refuse 
to put down their swords. 

Although U.S. intelli-
gence warned against Russian 
invasion, most of Europe was 
caught off guard. Kristin 
Stephenson, an A.P. 
U.S. Government 
and A.P. European 
History Teacher 
at Madison Cen-
tral (MC), said, 
“I do not think 
world leaders 
really believed 
that Putin was 
willing to so bla-
tantly violate inter-
national law in this 
manner.” Putin has 
now not only violated in-
ternational law, but also set 
the scene for Russia’s social 
standing on an international 
stage. “The world is no lon-
ger going to underestimate 
the threat that Russia poses,” 
said Rachel Pierce (12). Pu-
tin has made his intentions 
clear, especially through his 
chilling warnings to nearby 
countries out of fear of inter-
vention. On an early morning 
television broadcast in Rus-
sia, he declared, “To anyone 
who would consider interfer-
ing from the outside – you 
will face consequences great-
er than any you have faced 

in history.” Putin has di-
rectly separated himself 
from the rest of the allies, 
likely damaging the way 
that several countries will 
view Russia for decades 
to come and the stability 
of Europe’s post World 
War II security structure. 

  The humanitarian 
situation is becoming in-
creasingly more dire, as 
Ukraine’s key countries 
are vi- ciously 

attacked and bombed by 
Russian soldiers. Families 
pray for an escape; Over 
400,000 civilians have 
been left without water, 
heat, or communication 
to the outside world for 
several days. Uncollected 
bodies line the streets, as 
5XVVLDQ�VROGLHUV�¿UH�DW�LQ-
nocent civilians. Many are 
not allowed to leave the 
country as they are being 
held hostage or humani-
tarian aid is not available. 

Anna Kimbrell
STAFF WRITER

Adya Praveen 
CO-EDITOR-IN-
CHEIF

Although several countries 
have opened their borders for 
WKH� LQÀX[� RI� UHIXJHHV� VXFK�
as Poland, many are blocked 
from entering countries that 
require visa and the comple-
tion of their application pro-
cess. The Prime Minister of 
Britain Boris Johnson claims 
that 17,700 visa applica-
tions have been started, but 
only 500 visas have been is-
sued to Ukrainians so far. 

Several countries have 
announced their support for 

Ukraine during this dev-
astating time through 

forms of sanctions and 
¿QDQFLDO� LVRODWLRQ��

The United States, 
alongside several 
other countries 
in Europe, has 
instructed its 
governments 
to release hun-
dreds of mil-
lions dollars’ 

worth of weap-
ons and other 

military aid to 
Ukraine. As well as 

military aid, the West 
is also targeting Russia’s 

HFRQRP\� DQG� ¿QDQFLDO� LQ-
stitutions. Russian airlines 
KDYH�EHHQ�EDQQHG�IURP�À\LQJ�
over the European Union, the 
United Kingdom, and Cana-
da; Russia’s central bank has 
had its foreign assets frozen, 
which will make the trans-
fer of money across borders 
PRUH� GLI¿FXOW�� PDMRU� FRP-
panies such as McDonald’s, 
Starbucks, and Coca-Cola 
announced that they are tem-
porarily suspending business 
in Russia; the U.S. govern-
ment announced that it is ban-

ning all Russian oil imports, 
which will have a huge im-
pact on Russia’s economy as 
the country is one of the top 
three producers in the world. 
“These economic sanctions 
imposed have the potential to 
ruin the Russian economy for 
a generation,” said Stephen-
son. Once the Russian econo-
my heads into a recession, the 
FRXQWU\¶V�PLOLWDU\�DQG�¿QDQ-
cial power will be very lim-
ited. Benjamin Joshua (12) 
said, “Although the economy 
of Russia has taken several 
hits from the sanctions placed 
against the country, Putin has 
continued to move forward 
with this plan. His actions 
could cause rapid price in-
creases.” Putin’s unwavering 
resistance could lead to an 
extremely destructive econo-
my for Russia, as the country 
remains at an unstable state. 

In times like these, it is 
especially important for in-
dividual aid. Several organi-
zations throughout the U.S. 
have been collecting supplies 
DQG� ¿QDQFLDO� GRQDWLRQV� WR�
give to Ukrainians. Yumnaa 
Shaheen (12) said, “A lot of 
times war feels really distant 
from us since we lead pretty 
privileged lives here, so mak-
ing it a priority to do what we 
can to help is really impor-
tant.” Shaheen believes that 
the most important part is 
banding together to help those 
in need. This can be through 
physical donations or simply 
just spreading awareness. All 
forms of humanitarian efforts 
DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�JUHDWO\�DS-
preciated, as it is abundant-
ly clear that Ukraine needs 
our help more than ever. 

with hardships and have 
been working relentlessly 
during the pandemic, dur-
ing women’s history month 
it’s important to recognize 
their efforts throughout this 
GLI¿FXOW�WLPH��7KH�&'&�KDV�
stated that “two out of ev-
ery three caregivers in the 
U.S. are women.” Care-
giving can include helping 
someone with a long-term 
illness, disability, or giv-
ing assistance to someone 
on a regular basis. “Wom-
en Providing Healing, 
Promoting Hope’’ serves 
as a reminder to thank 
the women in our lives 
that provide this healing.

Women continue the 
¿JKW�IRU�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�WR-
day, facing issues with get-
ting proper childcare and 
race discriminations. Kris-
ten Stephenson, a history 
teacher here at MC said, 
when asked about challeng-
es women face today, “The 
United States stands out 
among the industrialized 
world in its lack of support 
for child rearing.” Many 
countries spend thousands 
of dollars annually on tod-
dler child care, while the 
U.S. only spends 500 (ny-
times.com). Stephenson, 
also, said, “For what it’s 
worth, the gains that wom-

en have made have been 
uneven across race 
a n d class. Stud-
i e s of income 
d i s - tribution 

a c r o s s 
t h e s e 
g roups 

Women have 
i m p a c t e d 
history and 

society in monumental 
ways for thousands of 
years. National Women’s 
History Month, which 
celebrates women’s im-
pacts on society, begins 
on March 1 and ends 
March 31. Women’s His-
tory Month was around 
80 years in the making 
ZLWK� WKH� ¿UVW� FHOHEUDWLRQ�
towards women in 1909. 
In 1981, National Wom-
en’s History Week was 
established by Congress 
to be celebrated the sec-
ond week of March, and 
six years later, congress 
delegated the celebra-
tion for the whole month 
of March. Every year 
the theme for the month 
changes, correspond-
ing to important events 
happening at the time. 
This year the theme is 
“Women Providing Heal-
ing, Promoting Hope,” a 
tribute to frontline work-
ers helping throughout 
the pandemic. March is 
the time to remember and 
honor all women and their 
contributions to society.

There have been 
countless women in his-
tory who 
have 

bro-
ken bound-
a r - ies and 

their contributions to soci-
ety are innumerous. An ex-
pedition led by Lewis and 
Clark in 1805 was to docu-
ment unknown terrain in the 
western region of America. 
They were accompanied by 
a Native American wom-
an, Sacagawea; her abil-
ity to speak English, make 
clothes, search for edible 
food, and knowledge of 
the land made the explo-
ration successful. Women 
also helped in the aboli-
tion movement in the mid 
19th century, for example, 
Harriet Tubman. Harriet 
Tubman was born a slave 
in Maryland in 1820 and 
escaped in 1849 using the 
Underground Railroad. It is 
estimated that from 1850 to 
1860 she personally helped 
70 enslaved people escape 
slavery using the under-
ground railroad. Women 
have been involved in the 
most important parts of 
early American history: 
the founding of America, 
explorations of the new 
country, and emancipation.

Women continued to be 
history makers in the wom-
en’s suffrage movement 
and the civil rights move-
ment. Women such as Su-
san B. Anthony and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton were 
NH\�FRPSRQHQWV�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�
for women’s right to vote in 
Ameri- FD��7KH�¿UVW�ZRP-
e n ’ s 
rights c o n -
v e n - t i o n 
was led b y 
S t a n - t o n 

indicate that middle class 
white women have made 
more gains than women 
of color.” The Center for 
American Progress has re-
ported that “Women of color 
continue to suffer the most 
severe gender wage gap in 
the United States…” Sneha 
Cherukuri (12) said “It is im-
portant to have a women’s 
history month because it sets 
DVLGH� WLPH� WR� UHDOO\� UHÀHFW�
on women that have shaped 
history that may be over-
looked.” Women today are 
still working towards total 
gender equality, and especial-
ly for women of color who 
are not receiving equal pay 
or being recognized for their 
contributions. Josh Maatallah 
(11), when asked how gender 
equality can help all people, 
said, “Women’s equality 
helps make our communities 
safer and healthier.” Gender 
equality is important so that 
everyone can live a prosper-
ous life without worrying 
about gender discriminations. 

Women’s History Month 
is celebrated in March and 
is a time to recognize wom-
en’s contributions to society. 
Women have been a power-
house in American history: 
expeditions, abolition move-
ment, women’s suffrage, and 
civil rights. This month is 
dedicated to those who help 
make our country better each 
d a y t h r o u g h 
their c o u r a -

g e o u s 
a c - t i o n s 
dur- i n g 
t r y - ing times.
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Taking on Science OlympiadTaking on Science Olympiad
James Phillips
STAFF WRITER

Science Olym-
piad is a team 
c o m p e t i t i o n 

where students who are 
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH� ¿HOG�
of science can compete 
against each other at 
the local, state, and na-
tional levels. There is 
a wide range of events 
from Chemistry Lab to 
Ornithology: the study 
of birds. The team at 
Madison Central (MC)  
has already competed 
at the North Regional 
Competition on Febru-
ary 19. They entered 
this competition with 
around 30 students and 
a total of two teams. 

This club that only 
a select few students at 
MC are a part of, is a 
platform for learning and 
GLVFXVVLQJ�VFLHQWL¿F�WRS-
ics, some of which aren’t 
taught as in-depth in the 
classroom. Each student 
¿OOV� RXW� D� VXUYH\� DW� WKH�
beginning of the year 
about what topics they 
are interested in, and in 
return receive an assign-
ment dedicated to that 
topic. This gives students 
the opportunity to delve 
deeper into their desired 
studies to prepare for the 

After a long school 
year, especially 
like the one we 

have had over the last few 
years, students look forward 
to their summer, wheth-
er it’s traveling to another 
country, or to spend time at 
home with their families.

There are tons of places 
all around the world where 
students could have gone 
throughout the summer. Many 
students remained in the US, 
while some went across the 
world, some went to see fam-
ily, and other went to relax 
in Puerto Rico. Several stu-
dents also went on camp-
ing trips across the country.

Christiana Barefoot (10) 
and several other students 
went to Iowa for a soccer 
championship. During their 
trip, they stopped at various 
places for sightseeing.  Sever-
al students went to visit fam-
ily: Stephen Walker (10) went 
to Houston and, Madelyn Ja-
nus (12) and Nadia Janus (10) 
went to Boston and, Mariam 
Abdo (10) traveled all the way 
to Egypt to see her family.

Several others went to 
FDPS�� 6RSKLD� +HIIHO¿QJHU�
(10), Natalie Nix (10), Julia 
Styres (10), Cassie Sellers 
(10), Mary Addison (12), Wil-
liam Dean (10), Sydney Wil-
son (10), Anna Mattox (10), 
Alex Mcnamee (10), Caleb 
Saxton (10), Joshua Saxton 
(10), and many other students 
went to Laguna Beach Chris-
tian Retreat in Florida. Abby 

events at the competitions. The 
competition events are sepa-
rated into two different cat-
egories: building events and 
testing events. When a student 
is placed in a building event, 
they work throughout the year 
to prepare and build their de-
vice, for example, a small scale 
bridge or a parachute. Not only 
do these students have to build 
these devices, but they also 
have to test the devices and 
create a log book of their many 
trials. When a student is given 
a testing event, they spend the 
school year studying for the 
WHVW� RQ� WKDW� VSHFL¿F� WRSLF� DQG�
making a single sheet of paper 
with all information that they 
might need during the test. 

When asked why she joined 
the Science Olympiad Club, 
Sophia Gao (10) explained that 
“I am a sophomore, so I wanted 
to join clubs and get to know 
some people. I also wanted to 
become more involved in sub-
jects I am interested in, which 
are math and science. Science 
Olympiad seemed to be a good 
opportunity to explore my in-
terests and expand my knowl-
edge. Anyone who is even 
slightly interested in science 
should join Science Olym-
piad because there are many 
events that cover interesting 
topics that are not only edu-
cational but also enjoyable.” 
6FLHQFH�2O\PSLDG�FDQ�EHQH¿W�
anyone involved and strength-

en their skill set in science 
to prepare them for col-
lege and their future careers. 

Many students take up a 
new branch of science when 
joining Science Olympiad. 
Lexie Elenkov (11), “I took 
up Forensics when I joined 
Science Olympiad and at that 
point I wasn’t very knowl-
edgeable about the subject. 
As I started to review and 
prepare for the North Re-
gional Competition, I be-
came more comfortable with 
the material and my partner 
and I even got 1st place in 
Forensics. Science Olympi-
ad has been a great learning 
experience for me and it has 
introduced me to one of my 
new favorite subjects.” Elen-
kov isn’t the only one who 
has had this experi-
ence; many other 
students have 
become very 
fond of a subject 
that they had never 
learned about before, 
and that’s one of the 
many reasons why Sci-
ence Olympiad is a great 
opportunity for learning 
and achieving new skills. 

This club was tak-
en aback by Covid last 
year, and it continued 
at a smaller level than 
before. Even with a lot 
less participation, they 
were able to partake in 

competitions at the local and 
state levels online. This year, 
however, the Science Olym-
piad team is back to in-person 
competitions. Travis Hawkins 
(12), the Co-President of Sci-
ence Olympiad at MC, when 
asked about his favorite part 
of Science Olympiad, said, “I 
have loved to help and guide 
our teams to perform well at 
competitions. I always look 
forward to the awards cere-
mony, as it represents the hard 
work that is put in all year 
long for the competition.” 
This club is a great opportu-
nity for the students involved 
to grow in their science capa-
bilities, and also be given an 
opportunity to prepare for a 
future science related career.

 

he still is very grateful 
to have the chance to 
be in the movie. The 
¿OP� LV� D� JUHDW� H[SHUL-
ence for Ridgeway to 
have hands-on experi-
ence as well as to grow 
and learn more about 
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�¿OPLQJ�

       High Tech 
Video Production has 
taught many students 
WKH�ZD\V�RI�¿OPLQJ�DQG�
editing throughout the 
years and will continue 
to do so. The Academy 
has helped students 
EHFRPH� PRUH� FRQ¿-
dent in their abilities 
as editors, directors, or 
even actors. Students 
have also learned to 
collaborate with one 
another throughout the 
different processes of 
¿OPLQJ� DQG� HGLWLQJ��
HTVP is a great class 
for students to get to 
know one another, and 
with the help of their 
peers and teacher they 
have grown and devel-
oped as a family and as 
well as a community 
of talented students.

Avery Holland
STAFF WRITER

¿OPV� ZLWK� KLV� VWXGHQWV�
and make sure they are 
still school appropriate.     

 One senior in the 
academy, Viginia Burton 
(12), has been working 
RQ�KHU�¿OP�³7KH�3URGXFW�
of The Unlikely” since 
her junior year of high 
school, where it started 
RXW�DV�D�VKRUW�¿OP��:LWK�
the help of Noah Tyre, 
she was able to expand 
LW� LQWR� D� IHDWXUH� ¿OP��
%XUWRQ¶V�¿OP�LV�FHQWHUHG�
around the friendship of 
two opposite friends, as 
they navigate their way 
through high school and 
the struggles that come 
with it. Burton said, 
“The entire process has 
been a lot of fun and a 
lot of stress, however 
this is a great step in the 
right direction to a ca-
reer.” Burton along with 
her crew have been in 
WKH�SURFHVV�RI�¿OPLQJ�IRU�
nearly three months.         
  Colin Ridgeway (10) 
is a part of Burton and 
her crew of 10 students. 
When asked what he was 
most looking forward to 
he said, “I’m excited and 
honored to be a part of 
WKH�¿OP�ZLWK� WKH� UHVW� RI�
the crew. I’m also 
excited to see 
WKH� ¿OP� FRPH�
to life and see 
KRZ� WKH� ¿OP�
is once it’s all 
put together”. 
Ridgeway is an 
extra and a cameraman in 
WKH�¿OP�DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
he may not have as many 
lines or scenes as others 

High Tech Vid-
eo Produc-
tion is a great 

chance for students to 
learn about the processes 
RI�¿OPLQJ�DQG�HGLWLQJ��,W�
provides students a lot 
of great opportunities to 
make their imaginations 
FRPH� WUXH� WKURXJK� ¿OP��
HTVP also provides 
students a possible ca-
UHHU� LQ� WKH� ¿OP� LQGXVWU\�
after graduation. All se-
niors in HTVP this year 
are required to make a 
movie or, what students 
ZRXOG�FDOO�D�IHDWXUH�¿OP��
Seniors have the option 
RI� HQWHULQJ� D� ¿OP� IHV-
tival which can show-
case their abilities in 
¿OP������PDNLQJ������������

Devin Cooper teaches 
the students in the acad-
emy. He teaches them 
WKH� SURSHU� ZD\� RI� ¿OP-
ing and editing, along 
with lighting techniques 
and proper camera man-
agement. Cooper is very 
excited to see and watch 
his students’ reactions to 
WKHLU� ¿OPV� FRPH� WR� OLIH�
on the big screen. Coo-
per said, “Some of the 
seniors have had a story 
written for 2-3 years and 
have had to put it in the 
back of their backpacks 
because of the pandemic, 
so I’m excited to see their 
UHDFWLRQV� WR� WKHLU� ¿OPV�
being brought to life.” 
Before students enter 
WKHLU�¿OP�LQWR�WKH�IHVWLYDO�
Cooper will help edit the 
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Spring break is 
the prime time 
for many people 

to take a vacation and re-
lax. People travel far and 
wide to have a fun vacation 
over spring break. Spring 
break gives an opportunity 
to travel during the school 
year and get a break off 
school or work. Many stu-
dents traveled to exciting 
places this past year and 
created great memories 
that will last a lifetime.

One student Meredith 
Morrow (10), went on a 
Carnival Cruise this year 
for spring break. Morrow 
was thrilled to go with her 
mom and sister because 
WKLV�ZDV� KHU�¿UVW� WLPH�JR-
ing to Mexico. They went 
IRU�¿YH�GD\V�DQG�ZHUH�RXW�
at sea for two of those 
days. While she was there, 
her and her family partici-
pated in many adventurous 
excursions. For example, 
Morrow got to swim with 
the sharks, which was one 
of her favorite parts of the 
trip. Morrow and her fam-
ily also went on a boat 
ride exploring parts of the 

ocean. There were many 
fun events to do on the boat 
as well. They had a lot of 
different activities for dif-
ferent age groups to par-
ticipate in, which she en-
joyed. Morrow was glad to 
be able to get out of town 
for something other than 
sports. Morrow said, “It’s 
different because when I 
travel it is for soccer, so I 
feel like I’m really going 
on a vacation this time.” 
Morrow hopes to go back 
one day because she had 
the most amazing time.

Another student, Ella 
Ruhl (11) went to Gatlin-
burg, Tennessee over spring 
break. Her family stayed in 
a house that overlooked the 
mountains. Ruhl went with 
her mom and two sisters. 
Ruhl was pumped to be go-
ing to Gatlinburg because 
LW�ZDV�KHU�¿UVW� WLPH�VHHLQJ�
the city. In the past she has 
gone to the beach for spring 
break, so she could not wait 
to go somewhere different. 
When asked what excited 
her most, Ruhl said, “to take 
a break from school and 
relax with a pretty view.”  
While Ruhl was there, she 
and her family took a day 
trip to Dollywood. Ruhl had 
so much fun riding all the 

rides throughout the day. 
The rest of her time in the 
mountains was spent ski-
LQJ��7KLV�ZDV�5XKO¶V�¿UVW�
time ever skiing, so she 
did not know how well 
she was going to do. Ruhl 
began to get the hang of 
LW�DIWHU� WKH�¿UVW�GD\�� WKHQ�
she really began to enjoy 
skiing. Ruhl and her fam-
ily stayed for four days 
from Sunday to Wednes-
day. Ruhl wishes she 
could have stayed lon-
ger. Ruhl’s family trav-
els a lot, so she was ex-
cited to go to a place she 
has never been before.

One other student 
who went somewhere on 
spring break is Stephens 
Ball (11). Ball travels 
frequently with his fam-
ily. This year for spring 
break, Ball went to Ar-
kansas with his dad and 
EURWKHU� IRU� D� JX\V� À\�
¿VKLQJ� WULS��:KHQ� DVNHG�
about his trip Ball said, 
“We will sleep on the 
grounds and camp for 
a few days.” Ball could 
not wait to go because he 
KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�À\�¿VKLQJ�
before. After he got back 
home from his Arkansas 
trip, Ball headed straight 
to the beach with his 

Allie Hurt 
STAFF WRITER

youth group at his church. 
Ball loves hanging out and 
spending time with his 
church family. Ball goes 
to the beach at least once 
or twice a year, and it is 
always a good time. Ball 
was glad to have some 
chill time at the beach to 
wind down from school. 

Spring break is the 
perfect time for students 
to get a break from one of 
the most stressful terms in 
the school year. Students 
can go on fun vacations 
with their families, or they 
can stay at home and relax 
for an entire week off from 
school. No matter what 
students decide to do with 
their week-long break, it 
is a much-needed pause 

M      ary Edwards, 
one of the three 
assistant princi-

pals at Madison Central, and 
Sean Brewer, our principal, 
are retiring. Mary Edwards 
has been in education for 43 
years and has worked in sev-
eral counties throughout Mis-
sissippi as well as Lafayette, 
/RXLVLDQD��(GZDUGV�¿UVW�EHJDQ�
her educational career help-
ing with students with special 
needs before coming to work 
at MC in August of 2004. 
This will be Brewer’s 27th 
year in education, also having 
worked in numerous counties 
throughout Mississippi, and 
his fourth year at MC. Both 
administrators have helped 
shape MC to the school we 
are today and devoted numer-
ous hours a week to help guide 
the students here at our school.

��������(GZDUGV�¿UVW�EHJDQ�KHU�
educational career as a home-
bound teacher, which is when an 
instructor provides educational 
services at a student’s home, in 
Petal, Mississippi. When asked 
why she decided to go into 
education Edwards said, “My 
brother’s oldest child was dis-
abled. I wanted to be a teacher 
to teach him.” Edwards, after 
working in Petal, then went on 
to work in the Lafayette Par-
ish school district in Lafay-
ette County where she started 
helping with students with dis-
abilities and continued to do 
so in both Pearl and Madison 
County before she became the 
Assistant Principal here at MC. 
Brewer has worked in Madison 
County, Vicksburg, Ridgeland, 

Grenada, and Yazoo as a coach, 
Athletic Director, Assistant Princi-
pal, Alternative School Principal, 
and Head Principal. Brewer, when 
asked why he started working 
in education, said, “I would say 
my love for sports and coaching 
is the motivation that moved me 
in this direction.  I actually have 
a degree in business administra-
tion… that decision [to work in 
education] was made after I grad-
uated college.” Both Edwards and 
Brewer have an extensive back-
ground with helping students learn 
and grow through both a teach-
er and administrative position.

     Since becoming an Assistant 
Principal 16 years ago, Edwards 
has been assigned duties that have 
included overseeing 12th grade 
students and the Special Education 
Department as well as the English 
Department, designing the mas-
ter schedule, looking over student 
services and data entry, and being 
over teacher leave, substitutes, 
and tutors. Edwards also checks 
the school newspaper, “The Up-
roar”, before it is published and 
KDV�GRQH�VR�VLQFH�KHU�¿UVW�\HDU�DW�
MC. When asked how many hours 
a week she is in her assistant prin-
cipal capacity, Edwards said, “The 
hours vary with the job duties… 
average would be 40-60 hours a 
week.” As our Head Principal, 
Brewer’s job varies, he is respon-
sible for supervising students and 
staff, observing and evaluating 
teachers, meeting with parents and 
the PTO, interviewing candidates 
for potential jobs, attending stu-
dent activities on or off campus, 
communicating with other high 
school principals around the area, 
and many other duties that differ 
throughout any given day. Brew-
er said, when asked how many 
hours a week he is in his princi-

pal capacity, “Some weeks over 70 
hours and some weeks 45 or so. It 
depends on the time of year and 
number of after school activities.” 
These two principals devote nu-
merous hours in the week to their 
students and our school to ensure 
WKH� VFKRRO� GD\� UXQV� HI¿FLHQWO\�

Edward having worked in edu-
cation for 43 years has created quite 
the impact in the lives of students 
and faculty. When asked what her 
greatest accomplishment in her 
career has been, Edwards said, “I 
was named Mississippi Assistant 
Principal of the Year 2016-2017.” 
Each year the award goes to assis-
tant principals throughout the state 
that exhibit “exemplary contribu-
tions to the profession” per Mis-
sissippi Association of Secondary 
School Principals. When asked 
about his favorite part of work-
ing in education, Brewer said, “It 
is seeing a student who was strug-
gling and going through some hard 

times make a change and turn their 
life around for the better.” His favor-
ite memory in his educational career, 
Brewer said, “[Was] the support the 
students, staff, and parents showed 
me when I was inducted into the 
College Football Hall of Fame while 
I was at Rosa Scott in 2015...” Work-
ing in education for both Brewer and 
(GZDUGV�KDYH�EHHQ�¿OOHG�ZLWK�JUHDW�
moments that the students and staff 
have awarded them. Having both 
worked as principals in the Madison 
Country area, Brewer, and Edwards 
said they will miss their MC family 
and the relationships they have made 
with students, faculty, and parents. 
Brewer and Edwards believe the 
true success that Madison Central 
has experienced during their time “is 
about student success and the func-
tion of hard work by them and our 
fantastic teachers.” While, both Ed-
wards and Brewer will be retiring 
after this school year, their legacy 
will remain at MC for years to come.

Anna Kimbrell
STAFF WRITER

Above: Mary Edwards and Sean Brewer are holding the 6A Football State 
Champion trophy. 
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very loud and rowdy 
compared to the celebra-
tions in Ireland. Irish 
immigrants were com-
ing in droves to Ameri-
ca, and they were often 
FDWHJRUL]HG� DV� UXI¿DQV��
To combat this stigma, 
the new Irish-Americans 
turned to St. Patrick as a 
way to show their civili-
ty and religious heritage. 
As the Irish-American 
population grew, so did 
St. Patrick’s Day. It went 
from localized speeches 
to festivals in large cit-
ies, like New York and 
Chicago. It became so 
widespread that people 
who had no Irish rela-
tions started to celebrate 
it. The holiday became 
a national bonanza, 
along with its sparklers 
and green milkshakes. 
By 1996, the majority-
American holiday made 
the jump back to Ireland 
with Dublin’s St. Pat-
rick’s Festival.
 The history of 
St. Patrick and his 
day is very inter-
esting, but how 
does America 
celebrate it? It is 
celebrated in sev-
eral different ways 

many Irish to Christian-
ity. He is even the patron 
saint of Ireland. St. Patrick 
was born around the year 
386 AD and was British – 
likely Welsh. Not much is 
known about his early life, 
but it is thought that Irish 
marauders raided his fam-
ily’s estate and kidnapped 
and forced him into slavery 
when he was a teenager. He 
worked in an isolated area 
as a shepherd for about 6 
years before either escap-
ing or being released back 
to Britain. There St. Pat-
rick became a priest before 
moving back to Ireland as 
a missionary. He suppos-
edly used many Irish tradi-
tions in his work for ease 
of Irish conversion – this 
is rumored to be where the 
Celtic Cross is from and 
why the shamrock is a sym-
bol of St. Patrick’s Day.
 The holiday, St. Pat-
rick’s Day, started in Ireland 
around the 17th century 
as a religious feast to re-
member St. Patrick. Then, 
in 1631, it was recognized 
as a Christian holiday. It 
remained a quiet, humble 
affair without public cel-
ebrations for a while – until 
the 19th century. In Ameri-
ca, the celebration became 

Crowds cheered, pip-
HUV�¿OOHG�WKH�DLU�ZLWK�
sugary sound, all 

while Saint Patrick and lep-
rechauns toured the streets. 
The green Chicago River 
sparkled and danced in the 
sunlight, as though even the 
water was celebrating the 
holiday. This is the 2019 
Chicago Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade, the most re-
cent Paddy’s Day event that 
Chicago has had. Unfortu-
nately, the 2020 and 2021 
editions of the parade were 
canceled due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. But now, 
after two years, the Chicago 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade is 
back on. Everyone knows 
what St. Patrick’s Day is. 
The day is for candy, good 
luck, and a whole lot of 
green glitter. But who is 
Saint Patrick, how did St. 
Patrick’s Day become a 
holiday, and how do people 
celebrate it?
 Saint Patrick, the 
man that the holiday is 
named after, is widely 
known as the Saint that 
banished all snakes from 
Ireland and converted 

bage. Additionally, there 
are the many different St. 
Patrick’s Day parades, in-
cluding Chicago’s, where 
they dye the Chicago River 
green. There is even a pa-
rade in Jackson – Elisabeth 
Harless (12) commented, 
“We used to go 
there and 

watch the 
parade and 

get food from the 
booths.” This parade is 

a great way to celebrate 
the holiday while having 
lots of fun. 
Saint Patrick’s Day is an 
American icon despite not 
EHLQJ� DQ� RI¿FLDO� KROLGD\��
It has gone through many 
transformations – from 
the quiet religious event in 
the 1600’s to the positive 
Irish-American represen-
tative to the sparkly green 

and yellow parades that 
it is today.

depending on your prefer-
ences. Riley Miranda (11) 
said, “We wear green, or we 
get pinched in my family,” 
and Morgan Mackenzie (11) 
DOVR� VDLG�� ³,� SLQFK� WKH� ¿UVW�
person I see who’s not wear-
ing green.”  This tradition is 
common and originated from 
the thoughts that leprechauns 
cannot see green and like to 
pinch people, so they would 
pinch people who were not 
wearing green. There are 
a few popular dishes 
as well, including 
corned beef and 
cabbage. It is 
made of beef 
brisket that 
has been 
cured in 
a salt 
s o l u -
t i o n 
a n d 

boiled 
c a b -

P rom is an event that 
no one on Madison 
Central’s campus has 

experienced yet. Due to Co-
vid and social distancing, 
MC’s Prom has changed 
a lot these past two years. 
Due to dedication from fac-
ulty and student leadership, 
SURP� LV� ¿QDOO\� KDSSHQLQJ�
this year on April 9 for both 
juniors and seniors. This is 
a day that many look for-
ward to as it is a great high 
school experience that no 
one should miss out on.
 Every year a unique 
showcase to reveal the prom 
theme is done at MC. About 
a month before prom, stu-
dents perform a prom skit 
for the seniors to watch. Se-
niors are represented in this 
skit while being played by 
underclassmen that repre-
sent their sport or activity 
that they participate in. At 
the end of the skit, the theme 
for prom is presented to the 
seniors. Unbeknownst to 
most, a lot of work goes 
into getting the prom skit 
organized and ready to re-
veal to the seniors. The 
Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) gets to-
gether and thinks of differ-
ent people that have made 
an impact on the school and 
represent different clubs, 
sports, and activities at MC. 
After a prom theme is cho-
sen and students are picked 
to be a part of it, SGA gets 
to writing the script. Kate 
Fairburn (11) said, “It took 
probably about seven hours 
after it was all said and 

done because we try and 
put a lot of thought into it.” 
$IWHU�6*$�¿QLVKHG�ZULWLQJ�
the skit, they had morning 
practices for the students to 
SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�UHYHDO��
When all the planning is 
done, they are good to go. 
The seniors were excited to 
see that this year the prom 
theme is Once Upon A 
Dream. The skit went well, 
and many people were im-
pressed with how well the 
underclassman played their 
parts. The seniors loved 
watching the underclass-
men pretend to be someone 
while also enjoying the rest 
of the skit.
 Planning the actual 
dance is another tedious 
process that happens be-
hind the scenes. This year, 
Kristin Cooley is one of the 
teachers in charge of the 
planning prom along with 
Jillian Carmody. It was a 
fun event for them to plan 
since it is going to be held 
at such a beautiful loca-
tion, and prom is always an 
amazing time. So far, try-
LQJ�WR�¿QG�D�'�-��KDV�EHHQ�
one of the hardest tasks of 
preparing for prom. There 
have been many road-
blocks along the way, but 
WKH\�KDYH�¿QDOO\�ODQGHG�RQ�
D�ORFDO�LQÀXHQFHU�WKDW�WKH\�
are excited to have. When 
asked her favorite part of 
preparing, Carmody said, 
“Thinking about how the 
students will make memo-
ries at something that I 
helped to plan is something 
I am so excited about.” 
Caromody and Cooley had 

a hard time keeping the 
prom theme a secret 
for so long since they 
both teach 11th graders 
that would ask and try 
to guess it constantly. 
Carmody is looking 
forward to seeing ev-
eryone dressed up and 
having fun. Most teach-
ers see students when 
they are in a school 
state of mind, and it 
will be fun for them to 
see everyone having 
fun at prom.
 Many students 
are looking forward to 
the dance, especially 
since this will be most 
VWXGHQW¶V� ¿UVW� WLPH� JR-
ing. Adya Praveen (12) 
said, “It’s bittersweet 
that this year will be 
RXU�¿UVW�DQG�ODVW�SURP��
While I am sad that we 
didn’t get to experience 
it last year, I’m even 
more grateful to all the 
teachers and staff who 
worked so hard to en-
sure that we would have 
one this year.” Prom 
is a special tradition 
that kids have always 
looked forward to in 
their junior and senior 
years of high school, 
and it was devastating 
to students that it got 
taken from them in the 
past years. Thankfully 
this year is when it gets 
to come back in full 
swing, and it will be 
such a fun time for all.



ENTERTAINMENT                       ENTERTAINMENT                                                         6          

T he annual Oscar 
award, also known 
as the Academy 

Award, is one of the most 
popular awards given out to 
recognize artistic and techni-
FDO� WDOHQW� LQ� WKH� ¿OP� LQGXV-
try. There are 24 competitive 
Oscars received each year on 
awards night, and are also a 
handful of Science Oscars 
given out at a ceremony a 
couple weeks earlier, which 
are given to those who have 
inventions that have majorly 
LPSDFWHG�WKH�¿OP�LQGXVWU\��

This year, the 94th Os-
cars is happening on March 
27. There are different cat-
egories for which people are 
nominated, such as Actor 
in a Leading Role, Actor in 
a Supporting Role, Actress 
in a Leading Role, Direct-
ing, Costume Designing, and 
many more. Oscar nomina-
tions are selected only by 
members who have expertise 
in that category. For exam-
ple, only directors can vote 
and nominate directors, and 
only actors or actresses can 
vote and nominate actors or 
actresses. Nomination ballots 
are conducted both on pa-
per and online. Movies and 
motion pictures can also be 
nominated for Oscars. One of 
the nominees for this year’s 

awards is Denzel Washing-
ton, for his leading actor role 
in “The Tragedy of Macbeth”. 
Another nominee for the cat-
egory of Directing is Steven 
Spielberg for his amazing 
contributions in “West Side 
Story”. When asked her opin-
ion about who she thinks has 
the best chance for winning 
Best Actor, Jordyn Thomp-
son (10) said, “I really think 
$QGUHZ�*DU¿HOG�KDV�WKH�EHVW�
chance of getting the award 
and I do plan on watching the 
Oscars with some friends.” 
$V� *DU¿HOG¶V� UROH� LQ� ³6SL-
derman” has seemed to grab 
the attention of many, people 
seem to agree with Thomp-
son.

A common question 
about the Oscars that seems 
to come up often is who has 
snagged the most Oscars in 
history. That would be Walt 
Disney, one of America’s 
PRVW� SKHQRPHQDO� ¿OPPDN-
ers, as he has won a whop-
ping number of 26 Oscars. 
Some of the past awards went 
to phenomenal and deserving 
FRQWULEXWRUV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ¿OP�
industry, such as Matthew 
McConaughey (2013) for his 
prestigious performance in 
“Dallas Buyers Club”, Sean 
Penn (2003) in “Mystic Riv-
er”, Tom Hanks (1994) for his 
ZHOO�NQRZQ� DQG� ER[�RI¿FH�
RYHUÀRZ� ³)RUHVW� *XPS´��
and many more famous ac-

tors and actresses. Another 
student at Madison Central 
(MC) that plans on watch-
ing the Oscars is Desmond 
Richardson (10), who said, 
³6WHYHQ� 6SLHOEHUJ� GH¿QLWHO\�
will get best director this 
year, hands down.” Although 
Spielberg was nominated 
for his directing with West 
Side Story, many may know 
him from his directing with 
the movies “Jaws” (1975), 
“E.T.” (1982), the “Jurassic 
Park” movies (1993-2022), 
“Back to the Future” (1985), 
“Gremlins” (1984), all the 
“Indiana Jones” movies 
(1981-2023), “The Goonies” 
(1985), and many more well-
known movies that broke the 
ER[�RI¿FH�WKDW�DUH�VWLOO�WDONHG�
about today. However, “Con-
tributors who aren’t credited 
HQRXJK�LQ�WKH�¿OP�LQGXVWU\�´�
said Bella Lee (11), “are 
costume designers. In fact, 
I think that nominee, Jenny 
Beavan, should win Best 
Costume Designer for her 
help with the movie ‘Cru-
ella’.” Lee makes a good 
point, because while people 
may acknowledge a good 
RXW¿W�� QRW� D� ORW� RI� SHRSOH�
know the names that deserve 
being noticed.     
    The Oscars got its name 
IURP� ¿OP� OHJHQG�� 0DJJLH�
Herrick, who served as the 
Academy of Motion Pictures 
DQG� 6FLHQFH¶V� ¿UVW� OLEUDULDQ��

Meredith Morrow
STAFF WRITER

The name is linked to her be-
cause in the late 1930s, she 
had said that the statuette re-
sembled her uncle Oscar. Af-
ter her statement, the Acad-
HP\� RI¿FLDOO\� DGRSWHG� WKH�
“Oscar” appellation around 
that time. However, the statu-
ette’s technical name still re-
mains the “Academy Award 
of Merit.”

 Overall, the Oscars, 
also known as The Academy 
Awards, is a night of great 
opportunity for recognizing 
actors, actresses, and direc-
tors for their amazing contri-
EXWLRQV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ¿OP�
industry’s history.

James Phillips
STAFF WRITER

S tarting from a 
comic book to a 
full-blown movie, 

Batman has become one 
of the most recognizable 
superheroes of all time. 
Batman has starred in 12 
movies, from ‘Batman 

the move’ in 
1996 to ‘The Batman’ in 
2022. Many fans were 
excited for this new 
Batman movie, starring 
Robert Patterson, which 
people know from the 
Twilight movies. The 
¿OP� ZDV� UHOHDVHG� RQ�
March 4, and people 
on the internet have 
been sharing their 
thoughts and opinions 
RQ�WKH�¿OP�
 The movie cast 
consists of Robert Pat-
terson playing Batman, 
Zoë Kravitz starring as 
Catwoman, and Paul 
Dano as the Riddler. The 
movie was delayed from 
June 2021 because of the 
pandemic. The director 
RI� WKH�¿OP�0DWW�5HHYHV��
took to social media to re-
lease a small teaser foot-
age of Batman on Febru-
ary 13 of 2020. Reeves 
and some of the actors’ 
discussed the movie at 
CinemaCon, which is a 
gathering of movie the-
aters owners around the 
world, and fans are also 
eligible to come. The ac-
tors discussed the gritty 
DQG�GDUN�WRQH�RI�WKH�¿OP��
At a virtual fan event, 
Reeves showed another 
small debut trailer, which 
gained 34 million views 
in 24 hours, and fans 

were pumped about it. Reeves 
also announced that this Bat-
man movie would be the start 
of a different universe than what 
we saw before and that after this 
movie Reeves hinted at a series 
that would take place, that many 
are looking forward to. The sec-
RQG�DQG�¿QDO�WUDLOHU�GURSSHG�RQ�
October 16 and accumulated 
around 47 million views on You-
tube. There had also been leaked 
pictures of the actors’ costumes, 
set, and some potential spoilers 
of the plot. Some of the spoilers 
were right and the others’ hoax-
es.
 

T h e m o v i e 
premiered to a limited number 
of people on March 1, 2022 at 
the Lincoln Center in New York, 
and was launched in the theaters 
on March 4, 2022. It has grossed 
over $248 million dollars and be-
come the fourth highest-grossing 
¿OP�RI������MXVW�DERYH�WKH�¿OP�
µ1LFH� 9LHZ¶�� 7KH� ¿OP� VFRUHG�
85% rotten tomatoes along with 
a 90% audience score. It was 
enjoyed by many for its visuals 
and storyline. One student, Ad-
die Richardson (11), said  “ I’m 
not a huge Batman fan, but I did 
enjoy the movie. My favorite 
part was the dark atmosphere 
and I enjoyed watching Robert 
Patterson as Batman.” Patterson 
has become a well-known ac-
tor among people and gained a 
bunch of fans so people were ex-
cited to see him star as Batman. 
Another student, Anna Carson 
(10) mentioned that “Despite 
KRZ�ORQJ�WKH�¿OP�LV��,W�ZDV�RYHU-

all enjoyable and a fun 
time. It was action-packed 
yet had a nice deceiving 
and mysterious aspect 
while having a great plot 
and great characters.  I 
ZRXOG� GH¿QLWHO\� VHH� LW�
again.” Some may have 
had different opinions 
and thoughts about the 
movie. While one person 
may like it another person 
may not enjoy it as much.  
Katelyn McDougle (12) 
said “I think the batman 
movie was overhyped for 
what it was. I’m not say-
ing it was a bad movie, 
because it wasn’t, but I 

think it could’ve been 
so much better. I think 
WKH�UXQWLPH�RI�WKH�¿OP��
around 3 hours, was 

too much and some of 
the unnecessary scenes 
could’ve been taken out. 
I wasn’t a huge fan of the 
Riddler actor, but I could 
look past that. Overall 
it was an okay movie, 
could’ve been worse.” 
Many people online have 
also commented on the 
same concerns about the 
movie, the runtime, ac-
tors, and unnecessary 
scenes involved in it. 
 ‘The Batman’ 
movie was something 
highly anticipated by fans 
and even though the mov-
ie was delayed, it was still 
FRQVLGHUHG� D� JUHDW� ¿OP�
among critics and average 
viewers. Fans hope that 
this movie could be the 
start of an amazing uni-
verse full of movies that 
can spark conversations 
and become generational.



colleges and universities 
around the nation, March 
Madness is important be-
cause of its prestigious ath-
letic program. One of the 
Auburn Tiger’s athletes is 
one to look out for while 
watching March Madness. 
Smith’s ability to get across 
the court as well as his ath-
leticism is a huge advantage 
and makes him an exciting 
player to watch. Since he is 
so tall, Smith is able to de-
fend a variety of positions. 
Madison Central basket-
ball player, Lauren Sutton 
(10) adds, “Jabari Smith is 
an all-around player, that is 
why so many people love 
watching him on the court. 
He hustles to make every 
play he can. When his team 
falls short, he shows good 
sportsmanship and is a team 
leader.” Collegiate basket-
ball players have an impact 
on upcoming players. From 
elementary school to high 
school, Smith’s actions on 
the court impact how oth-
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March is 
the height 
of many 

spring sports, and soft-
ball is just one of the 
many teams that are 
working day in and day 
RXW� WR� ¿QG� VXFFHVV� WKLV�
season. The Madison 
Central’s softball team’s 
roster is composed of 21 
talented players, ranging 
from seventh to twelfth 
grade, as well as three 
managers and three 
coaches. Each and every 
member that is a part of 
this program plays a role 
in making sure practices, 
games, and scheduling 
goes according to plan. 

 Brittney Clegg 
is the head coach of the 
Lady Jags, assisted by 
Shawn Flowers and Bai-
ley Stokes. The three 
of them are responsible 
for planning practices, 
making l i n e - u p s , 
over- s e e i n g 

p l a y -
ers and 

managers, 
and making 

sure every-
t h i n g s t a y s 
on sched- u l e . 
They de- vote 
c o u n t l e s s hours 

to their players, as well as 
to the program, when they 
could be spending time with 
families or taking up other 
hobbies. The managers – Ad-
die Meeks (12), Lexi Brown 
(11), and Valeja Stapleton 
(9) – also help out behind 
the scenes. They restock the 
concession stand, run the 
music and the scoreboard, 
put out equipment, and do 
whatever else the coaches 
need them to do. All six of 
these people are vital in mak-
ing sure all of the behind the 
scenes work that needs to 
be done gets done. This, in 
turn, sets the players up for 
more success during the year. 

 Since the softball 
block is at the end of each 
school day, every player on 
the team practices at least 
¿YH�GD\V�D�ZHHN��7KHQ��WKHUH�
is after school practice that 
carries on long after the last 
school bell has rung. The only 
exception to this schedule oc-
curs on game days, where no 
practice is held. Most games 
are held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and then some-
times on Saturdays as well. 
When asked about how much 
of a time commitment the 
sport is, Charlee Rose Tierce 
(11) said, “Softball takes up 
most of my time during the 
day, outside of school. Even 
after practice or games, I have 
lessons to attend in order to 
improve my skills. However, 

it is something that I enjoy 
and have been doing for 
many, many years.” Char-
lee Tierce has been play-
ing the sport for the major-
ity of her life, and she is 
even going to continue her 
career after high school. 

 Another member of 
the team that is playing in 
college is Jamyiyah Cotten 
(12). She is committed to 
play at Alcorn State Uni-
versity. When asked about 
this next chapter of her life, 
Cotten said, “I am very ex-
cited to take my talent to 
the next level, as it is some-
thing that I have worked 
hard to achieve.” Cotton 
is going to do great things 
in the years following high 
school, through softball. 

 While there have 
been many positives to this 
year’s softball team, the 
season has not come with-
out its hardships. Claire 
%R\NLQ� �����EURNH�KHU�¿Q-
ger in a game on March 1 
against Vicksburg. She is 
most likely out for the sea-
son, which puts her out for 
two seasons in a row. Last 
year, she broke her foot dur-
ing spring break in a game 
against North Pike. Boykin 
is a vital player on the team 
and having her out is a ma-
jor loss for the team. Due 
to COVID and both of her 
injuries, Boykin will only 
play two complete seasons 

March Mad-
ness is 
an an-

nual event in the sports 
world. The NCAA men’s 
and women’s basketball 
tournaments started in 
1939. A total of 68 teams 
compete in seven single-
elimination rounds lead-
ing up to the national 
championship. On Selec-
tion Sunday, the teams 
are ranked from one to 
sixty-eight by the Selec-
tion Committee based 
on their performance 
during the conference 
tournament and their 
regular season games.

 The name ‘March 
Madness’ was given to 
basketball and came 
from an Illinois high 
VFKRRO� RI¿FLDO�� +HQU\�
V. Porter, in 1939. The 
¿UVW� 1&$$� 'LYLVLRQ� ��
basketball tournament 

had eight teams. Grow-
ing more popular every 
year, in 1951 the tourna-

ment had 16 teams; the 
number doubled in 1975 
to a total of 32 teams. By 
1985 it had expanded to a 
total of 64 teams. In 2001, 
Mountain West Confer-
ence joined Division 1 and 
received an automatic bid. 
Soon after in 2011, three 
more teams were added as 
well as three more games 
to eliminate the First Four.

 The 2022 NCAA 
tournament for March 
Madness begins with the 
First Four games in Ohio, 
and continues through the 
Final Four in Louisiana. 
Selection Sunday was on 
March 13, 2022, to kick 
off the start of the tourna-
ments. To keep up with the 
teams who are still play-
ing, March Madness cre-
ated a bracket system. It is 
a grid of all the teams and 
the road they take in or-
der to get to the Final Four 

teams as well as the Cham-
pionship game. Basket-
ball player, Elijah White 
(10) said, “The brackets 
RI� WKH� WHDPV�SOD\LQJ�GH¿-
nitely helps clarify who 
is still on the run to get to 
the Final Four.” Without 
the brackets, it would be 
GLI¿FXOW� IRU� IDQV� WR� NHHS�
up with which teams are 
still in the tournament.

 March Madness 
takes place during a gap 
in the sports world. It is 
directly between the end 
of football season and 
the beginning of base-
ball season. This is how 
it gained so much traction 
in the sports world. Julia 
Lee Riley (11) exclaimed, 
“March Madness is fun 
to watch because there is 
always an underdog team 
who upsets other teams 
when you would least ex-
pect it. March Madness 
also has a fascinating 
athletic program which 
keeps fans locked in.” To 

during her time as a Jaguar – 
8th grade and senior year. An-
other player that was recently 
injured is Morgan Chisolm 
(10). She is the starting catch-
er for the softball team, and 
she hurt her wrist in a game 
against Northwest Rankin 
on March 5. She will mostly 
likely return before the sea-
son ends, but the absence of 
her and Boykin have put a 
strain on the team’s dynamic. 

 All in all, the softball 
team is working hard to be 
successful this season, and 

they hope to win their dis-
trict. “Germantown and 
Clinton are in our district 
this year, and we hope to 
become victorious over 
both of them,” said Chi-
solm. The players must 
continue to work hard 
and strive to be the best, 
no matter hardships are 
thrown at them. This year’s 
softball team gels together 
much more than any other 
team in the past, and hope-
IXOO\� WKDW� UHÀHFWV� LWVHOI� LQ�
how they play and perform. 

ers view him as a player. 
 Another top recruit 

for the 2022 NBA Draft is 
Chet Holmgren. Holmgren 
is a center for the Gonzaga 
Bulldogs. His height makes 
him one of the top defenders 
in the basketball world. At the 
beginning of the season, Hol-
mgren got off with a rough 
start, but shortly after he im-
proved his play. He is looked 
up to, just as he looks up to 
former players in order to 
better himself while playing. 

 March Madness is a 
way for collegiate basket-
ball players to go to the next 
level. They get m o r e 
r e c o g n i t i o n f r o m 
NBA programs a n d 
gain popularity 
from young- e r 
players. Many 
people watch 
March Mad-
ness in hopes 
of being 
able to play 
in the tourna-
ments one day. 

softball season is in full swingsoftball season is in full swing

Brittan McFadden
STAFF WRITER

Above: Softball players Morgan Chisolm (10) and Ella 
Tierce (9) celebrate a win for the Lady Jags. 
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